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Total outbound tourists for the second quarter in 2021 were estimated at 38,967, 
while total nights spent amounted to 519,489.

Outbound Tourism: Q2/2021
April-June 2021

During the quarter under review, a total of 19,215 outbound tourist trips were undertaken for visiting friends 
and relatives, followed by 9,740 trips for holiday purposes. Most outbound tourists were aged between 
25 and 44 years (55.6 per cent), followed by those within the 45-64 age bracket (24.1 per cent) (Table 1). 
Italy remained the most popular destination, with a share of 37.8 per cent of total tourist trips (Table 6).

The largest share of guest nights (79.6 per cent) was spent in non-rented accommodation establishments 
(Table 3). The average length of stay of total outbound tourists stood at 13.3 nights (Table 1).

Total expenditure by outbound tourists between April and June reached €34.5 million, equivalent to an 
average €886 per person (Tables 4 and 5).

January-June 2021

Total outbound tourist trips between January and June 2021 numbered 57,684, a decrease of 50.1 per cent 
over 2020 (Table 7). Total nights spent by outbound tourists went up by 23.5 per cent, totalling 831,118 
nights (Table 9). In addition, total estimated outlay by resident tourists stood at €52.6 million, 35.3 per cent 
lower than that recorded for the same period in 2020 (Table 10) ■  
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Statistics in this News Release should be interpreted in the context of the COVID-19 situation.

Due to the COVID-19 situation, the following tourism-related sequence of events took place in 2020:

28-Feb Passengers flying in from Italy, China, Hong Kong, Singapore, Japan, Iran and South Korea, from 
26 February onwards were requested to stay in quarantine for 14 days upon arrival.

8-Mar Flights from/to Milan were suspended.

10-Mar Flights from/to Italy were suspended.

10-Mar Last cruise liner call. 

11-Mar Flights from/to France, Switzerland, Germany, Spain, were suspended.

11-Mar Passengers flying in from France, Switzerland, Germany, Spain, were requested to stay in 
quarantine for 14 days upon arrival.

13-Mar All passengers flying in from all destinations were requested to stay in quarantine for 14 days upon 
arrival.

18-Mar Last Virtu’ Ferries service for passengers between Malta and Sicily was operated.

21-Mar All flights from/to all destinations were suspended.

1-Jul

Re-opening of Malta International Airport.The first group of destinations that reopened for travel 
comprised: Germany, Austria, Italy, France, Spain, Poland, Cyprus, Switzerland, Iceland, Slovakia, 
Norway, Denmark, Hungary, Finland, Ireland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Luxembourg, Czech 
Republic, Greece and Croatia.

15-Jul Restrictions on all other flight destinations were lifted.

21-Aug First cruise liner call since March 2020.

Sources: Malta Tourism Authority, Virtu’ Ferries, Transport Malta and Valletta Cruise Port
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Sources and methods: https://nso.gov.mt/en/nso/Sources_and_Methods/Unit_C3/Tourism_Statistics/Pages/TOURSTAT-Survey.aspx
Statistical concepts: https://metadata.nso.gov.mt/concepts.aspx
Metadata: https://metadata.nso.gov.mt/reports.aspx?id=39

13.  

14.  A detailed news release calendar is available on:
https://nso.gov.mt/en/News_Releases/Release_Calendar/Pages/News-Release-Calendar.aspx

Collective accommodation: comprises hotels, guesthouses, hostels, tourist villages, holiday complexes, Bed & Breakfast 
establishments and campsites;

Other rented accommodation: comprises holiday furnished premises (farmhouses, flats and villas), host families, marinas, 
paid-convents, rented yachts and student dormitories.

Package expenditure: the whole amount of money spent on transport, accommodation and other services such as rental of 
a car, activities or outings during the trip;

Non-Package expenditure: the amount of money spent on transport and accommodation reported separately;

Other expenditure: the amount spent on shopping, souvenirs, tickets for concerts or sport events, entrance to museums or 
zoos and day excursions during a tourism trip. It also includes durables and valuable goods, that is, the amount spent on 
cars, computers, paintings, jewellery and works of art.

Non-rented accommodation: comprises own private residence (owned dwellings, owned caravans and yachts), staying with friends
or relatives (even if charged - includes also friends' private apartments) and other private accommodation (oil rig, free-convents or
timeshare, etc.).

Total expenditure: refers to the amount that is going to be paid for the acquisition of consumption goods and services, as well as
valuables during tourism trips. It includes expenditures by visitors themselves, as well as expenses that are paid for or reimbursed
by others. Maltese residents are asked to budget the expenditures which they are about to incur when travelling abroad. The total
expenditure is broken down by the following expenditure categories:

References to this news release are to be cited appropriately.

More information relating to this news release may be accessed at:


